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The gross diversion "“ﬁer the application will not exceed 1,070 2cre feet
Ter anmm, Diversion from.natural flow will be made from Qctobter 1, %o
Jure 1, of each season an diver«1o- frox regulates Tlsw collected in the
Los Angeles County Flood Control IZisirict imservoir.bet een Oetober lst and
June lst of each season, will be made as same mary becore avallabtle.
.Tae points of di%ersicn'tc underground storaze in tﬁe channel of
Sawpift Ca %an will extend from asoroximately ;he east &nf west centér line
of.38ction 15, T ¥, B 11 %, to aporoxizately the lcestion of the numvs of
horumbe ca helghts Water Company within the S¥; ¥E: 1L of Section 24, T 1 3,
R 11 W, $.B.3. &
The 5 cublec fest per second to te arolied Zirectly to use will be
diverted at the diversion daz within the Szl I} Sectiom 13, T 1 %4, 2 11 W,
S.B.S; £
Points of rediversion of steorsd weters by »umsing will be located
within E?%.EW% Section 24, T'1 H; 2 11 ¥ and within ¥id W

T1H% R1LW 3.3.B. & .

Monrovia.
The aprlication was preiested by Harrison 5. Tard arnd the Los

7 Angeies First ¥ational Trust and Savings Zank.

Apolication £232.

Applicatlon 4882 was filed by Earrison R. Tard on Jamuary 8, '1928.
It proposes =orropriations from the Zast Main Feori of Sawpit uanJOn &t puints
ag follows:

(a) 0.25 cubic foot per second direct diversion from January
lst to December =Zlst of each season and & zcre feet per anmm
of diversion to storaze to Tte collected Ircu about lctober lst
to about July lst of ezch sezson. The poin aiversion is
located above the Losg Anzeles County Floo ol Tistrict reser-
voir at a2 vpoint rﬂthln the = NEZL Section 10, 211w,

S.E.Z. & . )

L‘)

-




(b) Q.25 cubic foot per second direct diversion from Ootsber
1st to July lst of each gezson to he puriced frow the Los Angeles
County Flood Contrel Zistrict reservoir at a voint witaln the -

23 :T:E; Section 12, T 1Y, 2 11 7, $,3.3, 2 1.

The zpplicant states that the reservoir =ill flood about eight acres of his
tagt negotlations are vending betweern zpdliicant and the District
for flowage rights and use of the reserveir. The total amcunt of water to
be pumped from the ressrvoir will not exceed 70 =zcre Teet per annum. The
‘Water is ta be used for irrigation and domestic vurposes upon' 80 acres of

land. The apolicaticn wes protested by the Oif ity of lonrovia.

Avplimtiion 52285,

o

Application 5083 was Tiled by the C;t of lonrovia on ’.13 z, 1225.
‘I* broposes the direct diversion of 10 cubic feet per second from Sawnit
Canyon at a polnt below the junction of tre eazst and west forks within the

SE ¥WE Section 13, T 1 4, R 11 ¥, S5.2.3. 2 . The semson of diversidn ig
from January lst to Decemter 3lst of esch yeaﬁ. The water is “o be ased fbr

- domestic purpdses within the City of donrovia. The aprlication was pro-
‘tested by Harrison R. Ward and the Los gngeles Zirst Yatioral Trust and
Savings Eank.

PRCTTSTS

Harfison 2. Ward alleges in effect as follows:

(1) That the total amount of water applied for by the City of Yonrovia
under Applications 4048 and uOSS is excessive in view of the present and fu,
ture use and needs of said ulty. |

(2) That 2pplicant Tas ne control over the operation of the flood CoOn-

trol reservoir of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District and is not

in a position to malte veneficial use of the water stored therein.




.- o (3) _ That applizant sznnot conserve or put to beneficial use the
amount of water stated ir its applications in view of the fact that it hasz
not the necessary underzround storasze cavacity.

:oa

The City of ilonrovia eclsims prior vested rights =znd alleges in

effect that the proposed U”‘oJe‘,, of ir. ..d::d. is net feazible inasmuch as
there would % unszporowriated weter avallable only durinz seasons of heavy

runoff and then vut for a chort time only, wheress the Jity could beneficislly

8

{3

use this water under Applimilion 20832 to augment its nresent supply and the

supply to Te acpuired under its Application 4043,

a*

Tne Los Angeles First Uational Trust and 3avings Fank withdrew

Ead

its protest subsequent to the hearing and t‘nere_'ore need not @ considered.

BEARING SET I00 ATDSCRIATCE U1 "‘1 SECTION

Or THZ . COLLIS8I0H ACT

. : : Applications 4043, 4232 and 3083 were completed in accordance wiﬁh
| | the Water Cormission Aet and the Zules end Rezulat ions of the Division of
Water Pescurces znd being protested were szt for a putlic nearing on December
5, 1929 ét 3:00 otclock P.ii. in Room 1026 Associated Zealty B;ilding, Los
Angéles, California. Of this'héaring applicants and protestants were duly.
notified, but no appeafances were made thereat it bteing previocusly understood tht
the entire matter would be submitted by briefs.
ERTETS
Su'bsequently to the hrearing the following wiefs were sutmitted:

mME BRLE | . DATE FILZD

City of lonrovia Ooening July 27, 1329
Harrison R. Tard " ' - July 2%, 1929
Los Angeles First Fat'l.
Trust & Savinze Fank Zeply Ausast 12, 1329
: Oarrison ©. Tard " ' 1

. - City of licnrovia " Ausust 14, 1229
Harrison Z. Ward - Final August 21, 1322
City of ionrovia : " - ' Augast 23, 1323
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.Séwpit Creek, the source of the propssed avcropriations rises in
the San Gabriel Mountains in the vicinitry of Honrévia Hill about four miles
northerly of tﬁe City of Mcﬁrovia and flams in 2 general southerly direction
to the San Gabriel River Valley. There are two main tranches wahich unite

- about one and one-nzlf miles above ke City of llonrovin; the eansierly.
is commonly'desi5natéd as Sawvpit Canyon and the westerly branch as wonrovia
Cényonr Just.below the junction of the two streams, the Wate; Zegources
Branch of the United States Gzologleal Survey has estadlisred o faging sta-
tion and records have been kept since 1917 of the flow in Samnit lreei and.

the diversions made by the City of lMonrovia therefrom.

. The drainage area of Sawvpit Cree:z above thae gaging statidﬁ ig 5.3

. square miles of which the d.rainage area of the East Fork or Sawpit Canyon
is about 3.3 square miles gnd the éfainage arsa of ;he west branch or
MChrovia Canyon is about 2.0 sguare niles,

The flow of the stream is very flashy and at fimes large guantities
of water flow into San Gabriel Valle;*duriﬂc short periods of time. In order
to control these bccasional flashy flows the Los Angeles County'Flooi Control
District has constructed a dam on the easterly fork of Sewpit Creex just above
its Jjunction with lMonrovia Canyon which has a capacity of 550 acre feét.' The
estimated long time average discharge of Sawpit Creer as given in Pulletin 7
of the Division of Water Rights, Department of luﬁic Works, State of Cali-

~fornia, is 2840 acre feet per annum, The maximum anount of'water.divert&d
By the ity from Sawpit Creek as shown Ly the Unlted tes Geological Sur-

vey recerds was 1721.5 acre feet during the seaszon of 1221-22 which was &

. year of excessive runoff.
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Mr. Ward allegss in effecst that the tcta} amnzunt of water wh c;
the City of lornrovia has eppiied for under its Appliczticne 4048 anid EOS3
1s excesslve in wiew of the City!s prezent znd future needs.
‘The City of lionrovia at the present time obiains its water suprly from
three different sources, narmely, from Sawpit Canyon throusgh the existing
Monrovia pive line, from the Chapman wells in the so called Taymond Dile Easin
_and,frqz wells in the San Babriel Zpsin. Tae City is limiteé in its supply
from the Raymoné Dike Basir and there has been a constant lowering of the .
water in the main btasin of the San Gabriel Valley during recent years.

Urder date of August 23, 1927, the Jity of llonrovia szubmitied o

ot

- report to this office in which it sei forth the vresent and future need
of tﬁe'Citya Tre report wag filed ir suptort of 2
vhich it was propased to scek zn 2 prcpriaﬁion of 5,000 acre. feet ver annum.
from the San Gabriel River at ﬁhe BForzs" dax of the Los Angeles éounty-?lood

-~

Control Distric%. Tre application was included azong others for a public
hearing on Hovemter 14, 1SZ7, but action thereon was witnheld by this office
as there was no assurance inat £he Zlocd Control dam 2t the WForis" would be
lannstrnﬁted in- the near.future.

According to the report the population of the City of Moﬁrsvia in
1926 was apuroxirately 12,020 and the cohsnmption Tor lomestic parposes 2,070
acre féet. I+ was estimated that in 1335 the population would increase to
23,250 and the dexmand 1o 4,280 ecre feet reaviring atout 11 second feet Ae-
livery durirg the month of maximaum demand. It was further estimated that in
the year 1341 the population wiil be awut 8,000 reguiring a continugus flow

delivery of 18,7 second feet during the month of maxinum demand or an addi-

tional continuous flow delivery of 8.3 sscond feet over zmd above its uresent

suppiy.




Tae report 2lso indicates ithat the rumsing from the'?érmdﬁd Dize and
San Gabriei Zasins has beeﬁ an erpensive operation and any water whi h.méy be
obtained by gravity wonld sreatly reduce he wEnpin

Under Application 4048 the City of lionrovia vrovoses to divert a
maximum_cf.S cutic feet per secend from fhe Zpst Torc of Samwpit Creek by di-
Tect diversionlani to divert to aﬂﬂer-*o nd storaze fram Loth the East and
West Forks a maximm of 1,000 acre fest per anmw the combined divercions
from direct flew and to storage not.tc exceed 1,000 arcre fesé DEr anniih.

In its brief the City of lonrovia submitted a table shoming the
amount of water originating in Sawpit Canyon during the seasons 1917-18 to
1927-238 inclusive, the armcunt of water talken by the City through the "Monrovial
pipe line and the source and disposition of %he remaining flow over the
period, assuming that Applications 4043, 4882 and 5083 wers in force and
efféctt In this table it was assumed that the Cit ty of lonroviats direct
diversion from the Tpst Fork {not including diversion ﬁo andergraund storage)
would not exceed 60 acre feet per month or an eq¢ivalerb anform Tlow of
1 cubic foat per second. Ur. Wgrd directs atteation to this assumption and
congiders it an admission on the part of the {ity that it does not exnect
to secure more than that amount but that if the water could be diverted at: 
a greater rate the City's purpose would be served by incorporating a_“rbia_
tiont élause in any vermit which might be ismsued on Application 4048 and
that the large flows woﬁld thereby be takEn.care of without the necessity
of Application 5053.

The fact that the City hos assumed that its averase rate of direect
diversion from the Zast Fork would not exceed one cubic fost per second

iz not an admission on its part that no more than 30 acre feet could he di*

-7




verted durizg any thirty day vericd. The records of flow indicate that in
order to obtain a cuanui ty of 80 zere feet or more ner month from the inter-

mittent flow of Sawpit lreeXx the Jity will be oblized to diver:t at times at

a much larger rate ir corder to sscure = subsiantial zmount of water in any

one monin and o satisfy its peek derands.
Ag the City's tectal diversicn under Aoplication 4048 is limited to

1,000 acre feet per annum irresvective of the rete af div sion naved therein

we cannct see the negegsity for the reduction in the rate of flaw znd the
' of

incdrporation.of a %rotation" clause, nor is it epparent that a Yrotation”
clause incorporated in any permit which may be issued on Appiication 4048
would rendér Application 5083 needless inasmuch as under Application 5083 the
City provoses to divert difectly from Sawpit Creex below the junction of the
East and Wesf Forks whereas uﬁder.Applicaticn 4048 the Jity @rcpcses to divert

directly from the Zzst Forx only, except such Water =28 may be diverted to
3 s may

underground storage.

Applica*ion 5032 of the City of llanrovia proposes the direct dlver-
sicn from Sawpit Sreek below the Junction of the two mainnaor‘ﬁ-wgz 10 cubilc
feet per second throusghout the entire year. If the watsr were avéilafﬁé the
total amount of wmier Which'gouli be diverted during a2ny one year would te
approximately 7200 acre feet. The City however estimates that the.diversion

eet cduring any one month or

y

under Application 5083 will not exzceed 120 acre
an equivalent uniform diver31on of 2 cubic feet per second, but in order to
obtain this equivalent continuous flow cue o the grea*t Fluctuation wh icn

oceurs it will be necescary to divert =t times at the rate of lG cuhic feet

ver second, waich is possitle as the City's conduit has a_nle cavacity to

divert in addition to the amount of water taxen urder its exigting rights.




From the above it apoears thai the 0ity of Monrovia is in need of
 the ﬁater appiied for and the amount which may ve éiverfed uﬁder Arplication
4048 and 2083 is ant in excess of its. future reguircments e?én should it di-
vert the entire flow of Sawpit Zanyon curzn; a year of normal.runoff.

Mr Hard further allegcs in effect that the City of Monrovie does
not control the operation of *he 7lood eontrol reéervoir of the Los.Angeles
County Flocd Control Listrict and therefore is noﬁ in 2 position %o make
bengficial use of the water stored therein. Control cf tha stora:e worﬁs
of the Flood Control Disirict is not necessary ana the ity of Monrovia
makes no claii of such :ight to control but seeks only the risht 4o divert
thé natufal flow of the stream and suck waters as may be made availalble by
release of the flooé waters stored by the District. This ground of protest
may therefore be dismissed without further comment.

Mr. Ward further urges that the City cannot conserve or et to
beneficiai use the amount of water applied for in #iew of tha fact that the
i City has not cbtained adequate underground siorage cé;acity.

The City of lonrovia has pumos of larze ceracity located on its
proposed snreadiqa grounds and the basin will be constantly drawn from to
provide space for more water. It is the Jity's contention that the spread-
ing grounds and storage tasin now ovmed by the City will suffice for tne
present.. If ard when the City of lonrovia needs additional sprezding
grounds and unde“ ground stora gé bésins tie City nas the power of eminent

o e T
domzir and can condemn if necessary the lands required for this pﬁrpose.

Application 4048 Of the City of lignrovia Yy virtue of the date of_
its filing has a priority over !, Tard io the wafers of Sawopit Creekf_ That

there is water available for aoﬁro*rlaticu under Application 4043 is teyond

question,

-G




Section 20 of the Water Commission Act states that the spolication

for a perm if ty municipaiities for the use of water for said minicipalities
or the inhzbitants thereof for domestic purvoses séall te considered first
in Tight, irrespective of whether it is first in time. Appiication 5085 of
the City of llonrovia thérefoere has a preferred priority over Applization
4882 of Harrison E. Vard even though filed iater.

Under Application 4048, if gprroved, the Jity would have the priviQ
lege of diverting 1,000 acre feet., Nr. W,rd's enginéer in his ovening btrief
estimates that an excess of 1,070 acre fee+ would have passed the Unlted
_States Geolozical Survey goging station in 24 years out of the 51 year period
considered. ﬁhile.;his'supply couid not be depended upcn as an only source.
it is the opinion of this office that it may be used advantegeously by the'
City to supplement ite rresent supply and the supply which mey be available
under its Application 4048..

The main question tefore this office is whether or not tﬁere is'suf-
ficient unappropriated water in the Fast Fork of Sawpit Creek to jJustify the
aporoval of Application 4882 of Earrison E. Ward after the existing rigﬁts ﬁf
the City of Monrovia and the proposed appropriations under Applications 4048
“and 5083 have teen éatisfieé. |

Applicant Ward seexzs to aprropriate 0.25 cubic foot per second
throughout the entire year and 5 acre feet per annum of storage from aoouu

- October 1st to JulJ'lst of each season from the East Fork of Sewpit Creex at
diversion point (1) wzich is located alcuot azme-nslf mile above the Flgod ”on
trol dam. Iz addition to this he seeis to divert am amdunt not to exceed

' 70 acre feet pér anmum by pumpiﬁg from the Flood Control Zeservoir at a rate

of 0,25 cublc foot per second from about Cctober lst to about July lst of

each season,




In the table above desscribed showing the amounts of water waich

would have been available for Harrison =, TWard under Avnlication 4882 aswm

ing the flow of the stress to be waregsalated, the City failed to taize into

consideration the preferred priority of Application 5G83 and the fact iazs

-

the amount which could be diverted under Appl 1cat10q 2822 dur in; any thirty

day period would be limited to I0 acre feet of direct diversion to which

mey be added the 3 acre feet of diversion to storaze vrovided tast it was

diverted durinﬁ vhat one and the same thirty day period. The faoct was also

apnarentlv overlooied that the monthiy flaw is not unlao”mlx distributed
throughout the month but a large proportion thereof sccurs durinz a few

‘days.only.

Taldng into consideration these facts and assuming the flow in
& £

the East Fork of Sawolt Canyon to be unregalatéd the Tollowins table hasg
been trepared based upon daily flows which sets forth the protable mumber
of days during which diversions could have Deen made by lr. Werd and the

‘zmourt of water whizh could have been diverted.

: : : DIVERSIQNS POSSIELI UTDEIT TANDYS APTT.ICLTION 4832

: : Index ¢ -

tSeason ¢ of @ lWo. of : Tirect : Direct

: tWetnessg! Days !Tiversion : Storage ! Iiversion @ TomAL
! H 3 tat Point 1 tat Foint liat Point 2
+1317-18: 80 7 i 3.5 AF. 3 AR 3.5 AR 10 A7,
+1913-13: 80 1 0 1 0O : 0 HEN ) o Q
+1919-20: 32 @ 0 : 0 : 0 N : o
:1920-21: 97 : 0 : 2 L : 0 : o
11321-32: 130 : 34 : 32 : 3 + 32 o 8v
:1322-23: 71 e 0 + 0 : 0 : 0 t 0
11923-24. 43 0 LR : & : 0 : 0
$1924-25: &6 @ o] ¢! : 0 RS : Q
$]1925-248: 112 4 r 2 R HI 1 7
t1926-27: 109 4 HE HES T B : 7
:1827-23: 83 = 9] + 0 0 tQ : 0
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Mr. Ward would have been able to divert as folilows:

27 AJF, furing 24 days during the season 1217-12
85 A7 o g3 " " i " 1321-22
10 ALF. » ? " " | » 192425
22 A.F. " 19 # " " W 1920-28
14 AT, " 11 ® " n 4 1928-27
From the above it apcears that provided Avplication 4882 of ir. Yard

hag a oriority over Application 3083, ir. Jard would be atle to divert for

aboubt two weeks only “iring years of normal runoff and conceding the

priority of Application E0BZ ke would bes 2lle %2 divert for a period of less

rd
[u)
P
(12
H
e
o
]
w
i

than one weex during years of normal runoff and thst during the e

&4

of record diversions coﬁld have been made during fouxr yeaxrs only.

Mr. TJard claims a rigarian rizht to divert frox ths Zast Fork of
Sawpit. 1f he has such a right and 1t is sufficient during periods of low
flow it would aspreer reasonzble to assume that it mould be sufficient like-

wise during the period of maximua runoff. If he has no rivarian rigat the

L]

project is apparently infeasible as the diversion of so small a quantity of

water during such short veriods of time could serve no beneficisl turpose,
: . s o o DOt
unless it were as an aliermative ta some other susdly waich has/.een shown
L . P o aes e N,
‘to be the czse here. It is therefore tne cpinion of this office that there \\

ig an insufficient =amount of unapvrovriated water in tae Zaet Fork of Sawplt

Canyon to justify the aporoval of Aypiieation 4382,

On the other hand the pro ts of the City of Lonrowia under itw

T
(o3

Applications 4048 and 5083 apcear Lo 02 feasible 23 the ity -oy divert unlsr

these applications io supslement 1ts present supply. Tne water is to e

[

s the opinion of thnils office

/1]

upaed for a hizhliv beneficial curzose and it

that these avpliecations should be zpuroved.




?

Iz *he event that the City of monrovia baas not orocesd with the

Farrison FA. Yerd should heve the privilese

"and for this reasom it is believed adviszble to withhold sction upon

“hApplication L¥3%2 awaiting developments under Aﬁnli zticns WOUR and 5083,

having been filed with the Division of Tster Fessurces as above stated,

protests having teen filed, a pudlic hezrin

-been subnitted and the Division of Vater Ze

in ths premises:t

IT I5 ¥IREI3Y ORTIRED that s=eid Ap

™

” agproved and that permits be Erdntad to the

the Lsual +er-ns and condit 0ns 83 mAY b 8.

IT'IS UPRIBY FURTESR ORDIRID thet

withheld until further orde‘ is entered.

g having beer neld, briefls having

smrces now talng fully informed

plicaticns LOLZ and 5083 be

t to such of

action upon Applicatiom HZF2 e

- WITY2SS =y hand and the seal of the Department of Public Works of

the State of California this 25tk day of

EDVARD

June , 1930,

YYATT, State Incineer

TESVP

Deputy




